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Overview: 

 

During the winter of 2025, SRWC completed burning on approximately 25 acres across three 

units on EFM owned lands. Piles in these units did not have coverings which made it difficult for 

crews to ignite piles successfully. Another factor that contributed to difficulty in igniting the piles 

was the way that they were constructed. Many of the piles were constructed with the fine fuels 

on top and the heavy fuels on bottom. The fine fuels on top were wet and difficult to ignite. 

When we did get successful ignition of these piles, the fines burned quickly and the heavy fuels 

underneath did not readily burn. In many cases these piles had to be moved to adjacent piles 

that were constructed better in order to get acceptable consumption. Some piles were also built 

on top of heavy downed fuels and stumps. Burning crews had to pre-treat some areas to 

disconnect heavy fuels from the piles. In some cases where piles were built on stumps, fire 

burned down into the root systems and had to be extinguished with an engine. Due to the 

difficulty of igniting piles and access issues crews were not able to complete burning in all the 

units planned for this year. 

 

Suggestions for future piling projects would be: 

 

● Cover piles to improve ignitions in wetter periods when it is more appropriate to 

conduct pile burns 

● Ensure piles are constructed with fine fuels on bottom and the heavy fuels on top 

● Do not pile material on top of downed logs or stumps 

 

 

 

Burn Units: 

Sawyers Bar Rd: 

 

On January 31st 2025 SWRC staff completed burning of the piling 1.3 acre unit on Sawyers Bar 

Rd near the town of Etna, CA. Burning this unit was initially attempted the previous year 

although because the piles were not covered, ignitions were not successful. Before seasonal 

rains started this year SRWC staff covered the piles with waxed paper to ensure they were dry 

enough to burn this season.  

 

The SVVFD assisted SRWC in safely burning this unit by providing a fire engine, water truck 

and extra staff on site. 



  
Figure 1. Pile burning in unit on Sawyers Bar Rd 

 



 
Map 1. Unit is approximately 1.3 acres located near Etna, CA on Sawyers Bar Rd 

 



Sugar Creek: 

 

The unit located on Sugar Creek Rd was initially mapped at 10.1 acres. SRWC staff mapped 

the unit at 19.16 acres. Burning in this unit was completed on March 5th, 6th and 7th 2025. 

Fuels on southerly facing aspects were receptive to fire and SRWC crews worked diligently to 

prevent spread of fire outside of burn piles. Piles on northern aspects were not as receptive to 

ignitions. Pile coverings would have helped with ignitions of these piles. The Watershed 

Research and Training Center provided a burn boss and Type 6 engine support for burning this 

unit. QVIR crews assisted in burning operations.  

 

 
Figure 2. SRWC staff work to complete burning in the Sugar Creek unit 



 
Map 2. Unit on Sugar Creek Rd is approximately 19.16 acres 

 



 

Wildcat Creek: 

 

On March 5th and 6th 2025 SRWC staff with the assistance of QVIR crews and The Watershed 

Research and Training Center completed burning operations in a 5 acre unit located in the 

Wildcat Creek watershed. These piles were not covered and ignitions were only successful on 

approximately half of the piles. The remaining piles had to be moved into the piles that would 

ignite. Covers on these piles would have improved the success and efficiency of burning 

operations.  

 
Figure 3. SRWC staff chunking a pile 



 
Map 3. Unit on Wildcat Creek is approximately 5 acres 

 



Bingham Lake Rd: 

 

Burning operations of the 12.8 acre unit located on the road to Bingham Lake did not occur due 

to access issues and difficulty in igniting piles. This unit is located at a higher elevation and was 

inaccessible due to snow.  

 
Map 4. 12.8 acre unit that was not burned on Bingham Lake Rd 



Burn Plan 





























 
 

 



Smoke Permit  
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